
In the English Department at Appalachian State, our talented, highly motivated master’s degree candidates work hard 
to sharpen their ability to think critically about works of literature and to understand how those works influenced and 
were influenced by the cultural contexts in which they were produced. They also develop interpretive skills that will help 
them to thrive in any career they choose after graduation. More specifically, our students learn to analyze complicated 
texts, to speak about them with confidence, and to write detailed, persuasive essays that support their conclusions about 
the works they have studied with carefully chosen, logically arranged evidence. These skills are, of course, necessary 
for students who aspire to teach or to earn graduate degrees in English, but they are equally valuable for students 
who choose to pursue careers in business, medicine, entertainment, publishing, broadcasting, advertising, journalism, 
government, and the law.

• MA in English
• MA in English, Education: Community College Teaching
• Graduate Certificate in Rhetoric and Composition

Cold Mountain Review is a forum for well-told stories. We publish narrative poetry and lyrical prose, and we are interested 
in the way contemporary literature is testing the boundaries of genre. Each issue of CMR features work intended to 
transport the reader to unexpected landscapes—emotional terrains that are sometimes joyful, occasionally disconcerting, 
always interesting. Since its founding 35 years ago, CMR has featured writers such as Robert Morgan, R.T. Smith, Natasha 
Trethewey, Virgil Suarez, and Fred Chappell. CMR contributors have among them an Academy Award in Literature, and a 
number of other accolades that attest to the quality of conversation that has long been taking place in the pages of CMR.
Writers have different approaches to storytelling, and they write for varied reasons; but when they publish their work in 
CMR, they are telling their story directly to you, the reader. Lean in. Listen.

Appalachian Journal, founded in 1972, is an interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed quarterly featuring field research, interviews, 
and other scholarly studies of history, politics, economics, culture, folklore, literature, music, ecology, and a variety of 
other topics, as well as poetry and reviews of books, films, and recordings dealing with the region of
the Appalachian mountains.

In addition to their academic work, most of our students have the opportunity to develop practical skills. Students work in 
the University Writing Center, teach introductory composition courses, assist with sophomore literature and film courses, 
help edit journals and work with faculty on scholarly projects. 

More than a third of our students continue on for Ph.Ds, and placement of our students into Ph.D. programs and/or 
academic faculty jobs is excellent. In the past 5 years, students have continued their graduate work at Syracuse University, 
City University of New York, University of Tennessee, University of Arizona, University of Missouri, University of Kansas, 
University of Kentucky, University of South Carolina, University of Kansas, University of Georgia, UNC-Greensboro, Miami 
University of Ohio, and other programs. We also have a successful record of placing our MA students who do not go on 
to study at the Ph.D. level in faculty positions at community colleges and in general education teaching positions in 4 year 
institutions. Others find jobs as teachers in high schools or as program directors and administrators in universities and 
community colleges.  The direct involvement of English faculty with graduate students, from initial contact with recruits 
all the way through mentoring during the MA comprehensive exams and theses, is among the greatest strengths of our 
program.

Nestled in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of North Carolina, 
Appalachian State University 
offers a challenging academic 
environment, energetic campus 
life and breathtaking location. 
Appalachian combines the 
best attributes of a small 
liberal arts college with those 
of a large research university. 
Known for its value and 
affordability, Appalachian 
enrolls about 17,000 students 
and offers more than 50 
graduate programs. Small 
classes and close interactions 
between faculty and students 
create a strong sense of 
community, which has become 
an Appalachian hallmark. 
Appalachian, located in Boone, 
N.C., is one of 16 universities 
in the University of North 
Carolina system.Students and 
faculty members alike choose 
Appalachian for its personality 
– the combination of a quality 
educational experience in 
a small-town atmosphere, 
astounding geography, and a 
community-wide passion for 
responsible citizenship and 
environmental sustainability. 
Boone is a college town in the 
best sense – where people 
say hello on the street and 
a vibrant downtown is mere 
steps from campus. Its eclectic 
hub, known as King Street, 
features specialty shops, 
restaurants and cultural 
attractions that appeal to 
students, parents, residents 
and tourists. Whether in town 
for a weekend or to pursue an 
education many people find 
Boone a hard place to leave.
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http://english.appstate.edu/
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