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Electronic Thesis and Dissertation Deposit Agreement 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Permanent Email Address: _________________________________________________________ 

Graduation Date: __________ Department/Program: ___________________________________ 

Document Type:  ▢ Master’s Thesis ▢ Honors Thesis ▢ Doctoral Dissertation  

Thesis / Dissertation Title: _________________________________________________________ 

Keywords for Database Searching: __________________________________________________  

Student Deposit Agreement:  

I certify that my electronic submission is the version of my thesis or dissertation that was approved by 
my committee, and that I have obtained all necessary permission in writing for copyrighted material to 
be published in my thesis or dissertation. Further, I certify that I have obtained and attached hereto a 
written permission statement from the owner(s) of any copyrighted matter to be included in my thesis or 
dissertation allowing distribution as specified below. Copies of all such permissions are maintained in 
my files.  

I hereby grant to Appalachian State University and its agents the nonexclusive license to archive and 
make accessible, under the conditions specified below, my thesis or dissertation in whole or in part in all 
forms of media, now or hereafter known. This is a license rather than an assignment, and I, therefore, 
retain all rights to the thesis or dissertation, including the right to use all or part of this thesis or 
dissertation in future works, such as articles or books.  

I hereby represent and warrant that I have full authority to enter  into this Agreement and to grant the 
University the rights granted hereunder free and clear of any and all rights of any third parties and I 
hereby agree that I shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the State of North Carolina; the Board 
of Governors of The University of North Carolina; Appalachian State University; all current and 
former trustees, officers, agents, and employees of the above-named entities (in both their official and 
individual capacities); and all successors of the above-named entities of and from all claims, causes of 



action and related expenses (including attorneys' fees), any judgments rendered against the University, 
and settlements agreed to by the University in writing, relating to fraud, negligence, breach of 
warranty, defamation or infringement of intellectual property rights by or on the part of Student on or 
after the effective date of this Agreement. I hereby warrant that the thesis or dissertation does not, and 
the University's use of the thesis or dissertation will not, in any way violate any law or conflict with 
any prior or remaining obligations I may have to any other party.  

I hereby represent and warrant that the scholarly work was not solely generated by an artificial 
intelligence (AI) tool.  I agree to transparently disclose the use and extent of how an AI tool assisted in 
the development of the scholarly work, if applicable, and I understand that this disclosure is mandatory.  I 
understand that OpenAIR’s AI policies may change from time to time, without notice, and I agree to be 
bound by such policies.  

I hereby represent and warrant that the works comply with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
and WCAG 2.0AA with respect to accessibility for individuals with disabilities and the works shall be 
accessible. In the event the work is or becomes inaccessible, I will work in good faith with OpenAIR to 
make the work accessible; notwithstanding the foregoing, OpenAIR reserve the right to remove or 
modify the work on its own, without my knowledge or consent.   

I agree that the above referenced thesis or dissertation, and copies thereof, may be placed in any database 
or digital library owned or operated by Appalachian State University or the University of North Carolina 
System with the following status:  

Please check the following, if applicable: 

▢ Appalachian State University is authorized to release the entire work immediately for access
worldwide.

▢ My thesis or dissertation is based on data generated through research that will support other
publications from people on the research team (such as my advisor); OR I am planning to publish all
or part of my thesis or dissertation and know that publishers in my field may consider open access
electronic thesis/dissertations to be a prior publication.

▢ My thesis or dissertation contains intellectual property that has been disclosed according to
Appalachian State University Intellectual Property Policy for patent and/or proprietary purposes.

Embargo Request: 

▢ I request that Appalachian State University embargo (block) access to the electronic full text of my
thesis or dissertation for the following period: _______________________ from the date my
manuscript is approved by the Graduate School or Honors College, after which I authorize the release
of the entire work immediately for world-wide access.*

*Important note: It is the student’s responsibility to renew an embargo by contacting the University
Libraries should more time be necessary.



Student and University acknowledge and agree that this document may be executed by electronic 
signature, which shall be considered as an original signature for all purposes and shall have the same 
force and effect as an original signature. Without limitation, “electronic signature” shall include faxed 
versions of an original signature or electronically scanned and transmitted versions (e.g., via pdf) of an 
original signature.  

The undersigned agrees to abide by the statements above, and agrees that this approval form 
updates any and all previous approval forms submitted heretofore.  

Signed: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Advisor Agreement (Required)  

I have reviewed the final electronic version of the above-mentioned document and have determined that 
it is an accurate representation of the document reviewed and accepted by the Defense Committee, and 
acknowledge the student’s embargo choice.  

Name of Chair/Advisor: ______________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

Signature of Chair/Advisor: __________________________________________________________________ 

Committee Member: ____________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Signature of Committee Member: _____________________________________________________________ 

Committee Member: ________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Signature of Committee Member: _____________________________________________________________ 

Committee Member: ________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Signature of Committee Member: _____________________________________________________________ 

Committee Member: ________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Signature of Committee Member: _____________________________________________________________ 

Department Chair: __________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Signature of Department Chair: ______________________________________________________________ 
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